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I hope you were all able to enjoy at
least some of the extended summer that
we've had this year. Unfortunately, with
the Department operating at such a deficit when it comes to Sergeant staffing,
I'm sure many of you had days off cancelled, were required to work additional
hours to cover for the shortage, and had
elective time refused. And this is what
the City's Inspector General feels is so
important to conduct and in-depth investigation into? Joe Ferguson's
report on police overtime was simply a fluff piece for the mayor to divert
attention from the real problems facing this city and department. Two
years ago, Mayor Emmanuel and then Superintendent Garry McCarthy
were preaching to the masses that utilizing overtime to combat crime
was cheaper than hiring a full complement of personnel. Violence Reduction Initiatives were creating numerous overtime opportunities. After
all of the overtime paid out did not reduce the violence, Superintendent
Johnson held a press conference to announce the hiring and promoting
that would begin in order to bolster manpower. Well, here we are now
some fifty sergeants short, districts operating with one sergeant covering
the entire watch, and little or no time for sergeants to mentor and supervise the officers on the street. But according to the IG, overtime is the
issue? Again, the police are the problem...
Our contract negotiations are not progressing as we had hoped.
The negotiating team last met with the city negotiators on July 17. As
you know, these negotiations have been creeping along. Several proposals that were made by the union were discussed and the city made
some additional proposals. Most of the proposals so far have had to do
...Continues on page 2
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...continued from page 1
with discipline and operational issues. Nothing has been agreed to at this point by either side. We
intended on submitting the rest of our proposals at the meeting scheduled for 17 August, but that
meeting was postponed. Within the last month or so, the city's chief labor negotiator, Joe Martinico
abruptly resigned. This has delayed the negotiations, however, we are attempting to schedule meetings again in the near future. At this point, I don't see the negotiations wrapping up any time soon,
but our last contract remains in effect until a successor agreement is reached. With this provision,
we still experience the protections and benefits that we have had the last few years.
The three year term of office for all Chicago Police Sergeants’ Association Board members
expires at the end of 2017. The Election Committee will meet later this month to verify candidate petitions and prepare ballots for the election for Executive Officers and Directors of the Association.
Ballots will be mailed out to all active sergeants to the address that they have on file with the Association, so if you have recently moved, please contact the office with the updated information.
This is the last Chevrons issue of the year, so, on behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like
to wish all of our member a safe and joyous holiday season. Please remember that our Thanksgiving Raffle will take place at the Association's next General Meeting to be held on November 16 at
the CPSA Offices located at 1616 W. Pershing Road. The meeting will begin at 1200 hours.
Lastly, please know that there are great people in our communities that support you and appreciate the work that you do. It seems like all we hear is the negative comments about the police.
In the last several months, I have heard from those that we serve say, "You guys have a tough job.
Thanks for doing what you do." Keep that in mind when you go to work. It's a nice feeling to know
that your efforts are appreciated.
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By Paul Bilotta Vice-President

DISTRICT / FIELD

If you read my email from several weeks ago you would have seen REPRESENTATIVES
that this year’s golf outing was again a huge success. Of course without all These members serve
of you this would not be possible. As you are aware any active duty Ser- as Representatives of
geant that passes away will have their designated beneficiary receive a the PB&PA Sergeants’
check from this Association. When I came on this Board the initial check
Association.
was made out for $3000. The Board voted several years ago to raise that
amount to $5000. At our last meeting the Board again voted to raise that
John Slowinski 171
amount. A beneficiary will now receive $7500. This is all possible because
of the good will and open hearts of our members that make this death John McCarthy 601
benefit fund a success. Kudos to all the active and retired Sergeants that
Andy Dobda 003
work so hard, and donate so generously, to keep this fund available for the
Martin Murphy 004
beneficiary of fellow Sergeants that pass away.
As you are probably aware we are at that time of the year. Since we Tim Szarzynski 005
hold elections every three years this is an election year. I have been writing Rich Bednarek 006
about the elections in each newsletter this year. Thankfully some of you
Ryan Brown 007
were reading those articles. We have several new members running for
Mark Juska 051
Board positions. As of this writing there is one position that is being contested and that is the office of Vice President. Ballots for that office should C. Liakopolous 009
go out in the mail next week once the printer finalizes everything from the
010
election committee. Our election committee is made up of five retired gen011
tlemen that generously give of their time to complete this task for us. They
are Donald Januszyk, John Mahon, Keith Mayo, Al Piantkowski and Gene
012
Richmond. I cannot thank these retired Sergeants enough for help with this
Tom Linnane 014
committee. Thanks Guys. According to their timeline Ballots should go out
by October 23, 2017. All Ballots must be returned to the union office at Danielle Barnes 015
1616 W. Pershing Road by November 20, 2017 by 10:00 a.m.. The comBill O’Reilly 050
mittee will be in the office on November 20, 2017 and will begin the openMatt McGrory 017
ing and counting of the ballots at 10:00 a.m. The results of the election will
Tim Flisk 018
be announced immediately after tabulation. The committee has said that
the results must be published and posted by Tuesday November 21, 2017.
Jon Utz 019
In the last newsletter I talked about our suspension reimbursement
Pat Donahue 020
plan. This plan allows for reimbursement of $150 per day for up to 5 days
for a total of $750 reimbursed by your Association to the individual Ser- Adam Zelitzky 022
geant. Once your form is filled out, you will get it back to the office. After we
Luis Gaytan 024
have received it will be presented to the Board of Directors at the next
025
scheduled Board Meeting for a vote for reimbursement. Remember you
must serve the suspension before a reimbursement can be made. Since Janine Hermann 121
that newsletter was published we have had several sergeants take advantage of this benefit. If you have the unfortunate opportunity to face a suspension please remember this benefit.
Thanks for all that you do, and remember, take care of each other.
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Retiree Gatherings:
1st District Retiree Brunch is on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m., at the Southern Belles
Restaurant, 6737 S. Archer Avenue (just East of Roberts Road), in Bridgeview.
8th District Retiree Luncheon (8 Balls) is generally on the last Wednesday of the month at Noon, at
the Les Brothers Restaurant, 8705 S. Ridgeland, Oak Lawn. Contact Dorothy Piscitelli at 733-9720139 for any last minute changes.
Orland Park Law Enforcement Organization (OPLEO) meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the
month, 7:30 p.m., at the Orland Park Civic Center, 14750 Ravinia, Orland Park. Contact Don Ade
at 708-408-9308 for any last minute changes.
South Side Retirees meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Jedi Garden Restaurant 9266 S. Cicero Avenue
North Side Retirees meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:00 a.m. Lone Tree Manor
7710 N. Milwaukee Avenue For Info Call: John Zilinski at 773-259-1087
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Chicago Police Sergeants Association Golf Outing
The golf outing was held on August 14 at Silver Lakes
Country Club. The weather, dinner, and camaraderie were
all great. The golf...eh! More than 250 attendees all had a
great time and the Association raised over $20,000 for the
Active Sergeant Death Benefit Fund. Thanks to all who
supported this year's outing.

Golf Awards:
Longest Drive: Ann
Thatcher, Kevin Sliwa,
Maria Whiteside, &
Mike Tanzi

Closest to the Pin:
Ed
Dougherty,
Scott Slavin, Brad
McCarter,
Alan
Lasch, Pat Fahey,
& Jay Miles
See you all next
year!!!

Save The Date!!!
CPSA GOLF OUTING MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2018 0900 HOURS
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Fr. Dan Brandt Chaplain

It was great to see many of our sergeants at the half-dozen or
so recent Blue Masses held at churches throughout the city.
Please know that you are always welcome at the regular police
Mass offered every second and fourth Sunday at 11am at Mercy
Home for Boys and Girls (1140 W. Jackson Boulevard). Now more
than ever, we need God's grace to fulfill his mission here on
earth...and you supervisors, like it or not, play a big role in that mission!
It was also terrific to see the vast crowd gathered at Soldier Field this past month for the annual Chicago Police Memorial Foundation's Candlelight Vigil to pay tribute to the 579 officers
taken from us over the years in the performance of their duties.
These fallen officers are memorialized on our most recent mint of challenge coins. Check
them out online by clicking the "Merchandise" link at
www.ChicagoPCM.org. If you're not internet savvy, just call 312738-7588 to request your coins. They are also available at the
FOP store on Washington Boulevard and the Chicago Police Memorial Foundation store at CPD headquarters.
At the request of a retiree who misses hearing this prayer, I'd like to close with the words of
the National Police Prayer, which we pray on occasion at ceremonies of varying sorts.
Father of all mercies, we ask Thy blessing and guidance upon all law enforcement officers engaged in the protection of our citizens. Be with them in their lonely tours of duty while
patrolling the busy streets of our cities and the remote areas of our country.
Give the blessing of your wisdom, to know and do what is right. Temper their actions
with mercy and justice. When their tours are completed and the day is over, guide them
safely home to their loved ones.
We also ask Thy blessing and eternal rest to all our brothers and sisters who have sacrificed their very lives in the performance of their duties. Give to their loved ones the peace
and strength to bear the anguish of their loss. Remove all resentment from their hearts,
knowing that eternal peace and rest will abide with their departed loved ones forever and
ever.
- Amen.
On behalf of your chaplains, Joe Jackson, Kimberly LewisDavis, Bob Montelongo and Rabbi Moshe Wolf: God bless you, your
families, and your charges with health, happiness and peace!
Fr. Dan Brandt, CPD Chaplain
1140 W. Jackson Blvd. | Chicago, IL 60607
773/550-2369 (cell/text)
dan.brandt@chicagopolice.org | www.ChicagoPCM.org

October 2017

Pension Report

Page 7
By Brian Wright Pension Board Representative

Thank you for again choosing to have me represent the Sergeants of the Chicago Police Department on the Pension Board. It is an honor and privilege that I do not take lightly. I was
unopposed in this last election, but I would like to think that is because the majority of our membership approves of the job I am doing. I have been your Pension Rep for six years thus far and will be
doing so for another three years. I try and do my best to keep the membership informed and ensure
the City lives up to its obligation to us. And as always, do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have about your pension.
It is interesting to me that the City, media and Department complain about the amount of
overtime that is EARNED by our membership. Last I checked, we cannot force the Department to
offer overtime opportunities or the cancelling of days off. Court attendance is required or we will be
deviated. Not to mention it is necessary to actually convict those we arrest. If we do not show for
Court and the offender goes free, we are then sued for false arrest. The Department and City cannot have it both ways. Many officers would rather enjoy their days off instead of having them cancelled. With the Cubs still in the postseason, there may be another wave of overtime come the end
of October. Is the City and media going to complain then too?
With all of the events this City schedules and the amount of our population, overtime is a necessity. All it would take is one Las Vegas type incident and the media would cry about the lack of
police presence. Well, the only way you increase police presence is pay overtime to those that are
off or are extending their tours, OR HIRE MORE OFFICERS (GASP!!!). I know it seems completely
crazy, but if you want to reduce overtime AND still cover the needs of this City and its events, you
must hire more officers. This would benefit us as well as that would be that many more officers paying into the pension fund. People would actually be able to get a day off. All beat cars would be
manned in a given tour and maybe even a few left over for rapid response cars.
The bottom line is the City and Department know how to solve the problem of the increase in
overtime but choose not to do it. It is easier to have the Inspector General say it is our fault we work
overtime and get paid for it. This is just another example of the deflection of the real story and real
issue by the City so that we again look like greedy city workers looking out only for ourselves. If we
are offered overtime or assigned to work overtime and we get paid for the time we are working, that
seems fair. Only the media and City would think otherwise. Enjoy the rest of 2017 and GO CUBS!!

Membership Report

By Paul Bilotta Vice-President

As of this writing there are 1163 active members of the Association. The budgeted strength
for our rank is 1219 which leaves us 56 sergeants short at this time. Currently, we have over 1400
retired members of the Association.

Legal Defense Representation
Police Benevolent Labor Committee
Chicago PBLC Law Offices
Attorney Thomas Pleines
Attorney Joseph Andruzzi
Phone: 312-453-7751 200 W. Jackson Blvd - Suite 1900 Chicago, Illinois 60606
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By Rabbi Moshe Wolf - Chaplain

Recently I caught up with one of our members on the street and we were chatting about,
planning and worrying, about the future. A conversation that can go on for hours, because as humans that 's what we do, we worry about the future, even though most of the things we worry about
never happen. It brought to mind a poem that sits on my desk, that given to me many years ago.
Please let me share it with you
"Living With Faith When Faced With Fear"
I used to live in perpetual fear of losing things I had, or never having the things I hoped to acquire in my life. What if I lose my hair? What if I don't get the promotion I hoped for.
What if I never get the big house I want? What if I become overweight, out of shape, or unattractive? What if I lose my job? What if I am disabled and cannot play ball with my child? What if I
get old and frail and have nothing to offer those around me?
And the "What if's" go on and on...But life has lessons for those who listen, and now I know: If I lose
my hair, I will be the best darn bald guy I can be, and I will be grateful that my head can still stimulate ideas, if not follicles. A house does not make a person happy. The unhappy heart will not find
contentment in a bigger house, while the heart that is merry will make any home a happy one. If I
spend more time developing my emotional, mental, and spiritual dimensions, rather than overfocusing on my physical self, I will be more beautiful with each passing day. If I cannot work for
wages, I will work for the Lord -- and His benefits package is unmatched. If I am physically unable to
teach my child to throw a curve ball, I will have more time to teach him to handle the curves thrown
by life, and this shall serve him better. And if aging robs me of my strength, mental alertness, and
physical stamina, I will offer those around me the strength of my convictions, the wisdom of experience seasoned with adversity, and the spiritual stamina of a soul that has been carefully shaped by
the hard edges of a long life.
No matter what losses or broken dreams may lie in my destiny, whatever burdens shall be my
fate, I will meet each challenge with dignity and resolve. For G-d has given me many gifts and talents, and for each one that I may lose, I will find ten more that I never would have cultivated were
the course of my life to always run smoothly.
And so, when I can no longer dance, I will sing joyfully; when I haven't the strength to sing, I
will whistle with contentment; when my breath is shallow and weak, I will listen intently and shout
love with my heart; and when the bright light approaches, I will pray silently until I cannot pray; alas,
it will then be time for me to go to the Lord. And what then should I fear? End of poem....Moral of
poem, "Don't tell G-d how big your problems are, tell your problems how big your G-d is".
And here is a short story from the "Humor Files" to keep you smiling......
An 80 year old couple were having problems remembering things, so they decided to go to
their doctor to get checked out to make sure nothing was wrong with them.
When they arrived at the doctors, they explained to the doctor about the problems they were having
with their memory. After checking the couple out, the doctor told them that they were physically okay
but might want to start writing things down and make notes to help them remember things.
The couple thanked the doctor and left. Later that night while watching TV, the man got up from his
…..Continued on Page 9
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chair and his wife asked, "Where are you going?" He replied, "To the kitchen." She asked,
"Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?" He replied, "Sure." She then asked him, "Don't you think you
should write it down so you can remember it?" He said, "No, I can remember
that."
.
She then said, "Well I would also like some strawberries on top. You had better write that down because I know you'll forget that." He said, "I can remember that, you want a bowl of ice cream with
strawberries." She replied, "Well I also would like whipped cream on top. I know you will forget that
so you better write it down."
.
With irritation in his voice, he said, "I don't need to write that down! I can remember that." He then
fumes into the kitchen. After about 20 minutes he returned from the kitchen and handed her a plate
of bacon and eggs. She stared at the plate for a moment and said angrily: "I told you to write it down!
You forgot my toast!".......LOL... Life throws you enough challenges, never forget that a good
laugh,is music for the soul.
On behalf of ALL the Chaplains, May G-d bless you and keep you safe. May this coming Winter, be
one of our best ones yet!
Should you need a shoulder to lean on or perhaps you have some humor to share, don't hesitate to
give us a call.
"IF YOU NEED SOMETHING ASK G-D,,,IF YOU DON'T, THANK G-D"
Compliments of your Police Chaplain
Rabbi Moshe Wolf 773-463-4780 or e-mail: moshewolf@hotmail.com

Awards Dinner / Pizza Meeting
The September Awards / Pizza meeting at Home Run Inn was very well attended and a good
time was had by all. Awards for distinguished service were presented to Sgt. Todd Reykjalin (011),
Sgt. Tom Derouin (004), and Sgt. Sean Ronan (025). Not in attendance were Sgts. Steve Doyle
and Mike Glynn (020). Sgt. Elvis Ortega (019), and Sgt. Elmer Fabian (007).

Sgt. Todd Reykjalin

Sgt. Tom Derouin

Sgt. Sean Ronan
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Recent Retirements
The following have retired since our last Chevrons. These Sergeants have provided the City of Chicago with many years of service. We wish a long, healthy and prosperous retirement to all!!
Name

Star

Unit

Age

Years

Retirement Date

Sgt. Juan Clas
Sgt. Stacey Cotter
Sgt. Michael Matijevich
Sgt. Brian Byrne
Sgt. Brian Hauser
Sgt. Dominique Dunigan
Sgt. Michael Burke
Sgt. Brenda O'Neal

1160
2163
2512
1241
1499
1702
947
1538

012
005
019
018
001
124
620
261

57
46
55
55
50
55
55
51

30
20
27
31
25
25
30
25

15 July 2017
31 July 2017
04 August 2017
09 August 2017
15 August 2017
15 August 2017
15 August 2017
15 September 2017

In Memoriam
The following Sergeants have passed away and will be missed. We extend our condolences
to their families and friends. if you hear of any of our brothers or sisters passing on, as we are not
always notified in a timely manner.
Name (Age)

Status

Passed Away

Sgt. William P. Reidy (82)
Sgt. John T. Touhy (72)
Sgt. Louis E. Wilcox (79)
Sgt. Anthony C. Altiere (90)
Sgt. Gregory R. Courchene (75)
Sgt. David Cherry (62)
Sgt. Eddie Longstreet
Sgt. Chester J. Marczak (85)
Sgt. Dennis P. Murphy (68)
Sgt. James Forrest Linehan (87)

Retired
Retired
Retired (Az)
Retired
Retired (Wi.)
003/375
Retired
Retired
Retired (Ut)
Retired

16 Apr 2017
20 Apr 2017
00 May 2017
08 May 2017
04 June 2017
10 July 2017
15 Sep 2017
27 Sep 2017
02 Oct 2017
09 Oct 2017

VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
In an effort to keep you, the members, updated and to share information we have created a
facebook page. This page is updated frequently by the Association and by the PB&PA of Illinois. If
you do not follow facebook, simply visit our website at chicagosergeants.org and follow the live
feed. We are asking that you "Like" the site and refer to it often. You can locate us on facebook at

Chicago Police Sergeants’ PB&PA
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Retiree Health Care Information
Attention all Medicare eligible retirees! Medicare open enrollment is approaching. The Chicago Police Sergeants’ Association has designed a program for our Medicare eligible members to
purchase a Medicare Supplement deducted from your pension check. Given the changes that have
occurred for our retirees in the past couple of years, we want to make sure our members understand
how to get the most out of Medicare benefits.
In general, Medicare will cover 80% of your medical expenses. You can purchase either a traditional Medicare supplement or a Medicare Advantage plan to fill in the other 20%. The program
offered through the Sergeant’s Association is a traditional Medicare supplement program, similar to
what retirees had under the City of Chicago’s prior coverage plan.
This Fall, our local representative from MAF Companies, Mike Marron, will be hosting local
informational sessions. Mike is available now for face-to-face meetings to educate you and your
family about this program as well as options for retirees who are not yet Medicare eligible. You don’t
have to wait to learn more about your options; educate yourself now to make an informed decision in
the Fall. This supplement is offered at “issue-age” meaning that your rate will always be based on
the age at which you joined the plan, and you will never receive a rate increase because your age
has changed. The sooner you enroll, the more savings you will experience over your lifetime. Mike
Marron can be reached at MAF Companies, Inc. at 630-834-2210, Ext. 3405.
***

Enroll in a true Group Medicare Supplement similar to what you had with the City of Chicago Plan.
Don’t delay! You have until January 1st to purchase your Medicare supplement plan sponsored by
The Chicago Police Sergeants Association.
Exclusive Features:
 Freedom to see any doctor: See 99% of hospitals and 94% of physicians nationwide.
 Pay with deductions from your pension check, use the tax advantages you have earned.
 Available in all 50 states as a traditional Medicare Supplement. Keep your Medicare Card.
 Lock in your current issue age for life. You will never receive an increase in rate because you
have aged. Access rates that are not available to the general public, only our members.
To Enroll Call United American at 1-855-454-5623
Local Service by MAF Companies. For questions call 630-834-2210
Underwritten by United American Insurance Company, an A+ Rated Insurer
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Have you moved, changed units, or changed
your star number? Make sure we know!
Name ________________________ Star # ___________ Unit ___________
I have moved. My current address information is as follows

1616 W. Pershing Road

Chevrons
The Official Publication of the
Chicago Police Sergeants’ Association

Executive Board
President - James Ade
Vice-President - Paul Bilotta

Old Address _________________________________ Zip Code __________

Financial Secretary - Mike Rafferty

New Address_________________________________ Apt./Unit __________

Recording Secretary - Jim Raffae

City__________________________ State_________ Zip Code ___________

Sergeant-At-Arms - Eddie Sullins

Phone (new)____________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________
I have changed Units. My current unit is as follows
Old Unit _____________ New Unit _____________ Day Off Group_______
I have a new star number. My current star number is as follows
Old Star Number _____________ New Star Number ___________________
Member’s Signature: __________________________ Date: _____________
You may mail this form via Police Mail to: Unit 545 or U.S. Mail to:
CPSA/PB&PA Unit 156A, 1616 W. Pershing Rd., Chicago, IL 60609

Treasurer - Chris Pettis
Directors
Scott Slavin
Mark McDermott
Mike Tantilla
Mike Kapustianyk
Keith Rigan
Jim Calvino
Andres Zayas
Bob Dolan
Danielle Barnes
North Retiree Liaison - Jacque Boyd
South Retiree Liaison - Bob Kirchner
Sgt’s Pension Rep. - Brian Wright

