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I hope everyone had an opportunity to
enjoy the summer months. With the rise
in violent crime, the anti-police rhetoric
coming from many different fronts, the
outrageous discipline being handed
down; I don't think that there has been a
more difficult time to be the police. Yet,
we all come to work each day and do our
best to provide guidance and direction to
the men and women of this department,
and to do the job that we were sworn to do.
This summer has been busy at the Association as well. We officially started negotiating our successor agreement on August 23rd. After discussing some of the contractual issues important to both sides,
the groundwork was laid for continuing negotiations. The issues that are
most important to us is the protection and enhancement of our basic due
process, wage increases comparable to other departments across the
country, clearing up working condition language, and to maintain retirement contract provisions pertaining to health care. The contract that expired on June 30 remains in full effect until a successor agreement is
reached.
I would like to thank all of you for your support of the Active Sergeants Death Benefit through your participation and contributions to the
golf outing. More than 250 golfers enjoyed the day at Silver Lake.
Through your efforts, and the tireless work of Paul Bilotta, Mark Andersen, and the rest of the outing committee, over $20,000 was raised. The
dollars raised directly fund the Active Sergeants Death Benefit that pays
$5000 to your loved ones in the event of an active sergeants' passing.
The department's move to seek the separation of seven members
...Continues on page 2

Chevrons

Page 2

President’s Message

...continued from page 1

of the department that had very limited involvement in the McDonald shooting, is the worst miscarriage of justice that I have seen perpetrated against us in over 29 years on the job. We all know that
this was a political move orchestrated by City Hall. We all know that City Hall is sacrificing the careers and well being of these dedicated members and their families in the name of reform to cover
for their own lack of action. We, as a Union, will defend our members until they are back where they
belong, supervising members of the Chicago Police Department. We, as a membership, must stand
with our brothers and let them know that we support them. At this time, I cannot comment on specifics of the case and the actual findings of the Inspector General because they have not released the
report to us. Apparently, transparency is a one-way street.
Due to increased penalties for discipline, and the department's practice of stripping members of
their police powers, the Board of Directors proposed that the Association create a Members Assistance Fund. This will make funds readily available for those in a no-pay status, suspension reimbursement, or those circumstances where our members need help. All expenditures would have to
be requested of the Board and all requests would have to have Board approval. A committee has
been set up to administer these requests and bring them to regular Board meetings for discussion
and approval. In many cases, the member would have to appear before the committee/board for
this appeal. The committee is in the stages of setting rules and procedures and funding mechanisms. We hope to have this assistance available by the first of the year.
The General Election is coming up on Tuesday, November 8. It has never been more important to elect those to office that support law enforcement, both locally and nationally. Although the
Association does not make political endorsements in national elections, we have made several endorsements for candidates that are running in Chicago and Cook County area. Our Political Action
Committee only endorses candidates that seek our support, and have proven that they deserve that
support. Please vote for the candidates that were endorsed by the Association and encourage your
families and friends to do so as well. Whatever your thoughts are regarding the candidates that are
running, please ensure that you vote on November 8. Remember, you have the right to vote. If you
don’t exercise that right; you lose the right to complain.
This is the last Chevrons issue of the year, so, on behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like
to wish all of our member a safe and joyous holiday season. Please remember that our Thanksgiving Raffle will take place at the Association's next General Meeting to be held on November 17 at
the CPSA Offices located at 1616 W. Pershing Road. The meeting will begin at 1200 hours.
Lastly, please know that there are great people in our communities that support you and appreciate the work that you do. It seems like all we hear is the negative comments about the police.
In the last several months, I have heard from those that we serve say, "You guys have a tough job.
Thanks for doing what you do." Keep that in mind when you go to work. It's a nice feeling to know
that your efforts are appreciated.

Next General Meeting - Thanksgiving Turkey Raffle
Thursday, November 17 @ Noon - CPSA Office
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Vice-Presidents Report

DISTRICT / FIELD
By Paul Bilotta Vice-President
Another year. For all the golfers out there. Kudos to you. You have REPRESENTATIVES
succeeded in creating another successful year for our death benefit fund.
These members serve
This year we had approximately 270 golfers and another 6 people for dinas Representatives of
ner only. This year was outstanding. The weather was great. The company
the PB&PA Sergeants’
was great. The food was great. And the outcome was fantastic. Because of
Association.
all the wonderful people that participated this year we had a record breaking year. Our total contribution to the death benefit fund this year was
Scott Slavin 145
$25,142.19. This is the largest amount of money that has ever been raised.
I cannot say thank you enough for all your help and generosity toward this John Slowinski 002
very worthwhile fund that is maintained for our active members.
Andy Dobda 003
This year we are hosting for the first time a retirement seminar which
004
will be held on November 4th at the Association Office. I sent an email out
to all our members explaining this seminar. Since our facility has limited Tim Szarzynski 005
space we had to restrict the seminar to the first 50 people that responded
Rich Bednarek 006
that they were interested. We are having the following speakers present at
Ryan Brown 007
the seminar:
Kevin Rayborn
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
Mark Juska 051
Mike Mahoney
Woodbury Financial
009
Mike Marron
MAF Companies
Linda Neylon
Vernof, Schwartz and Co., CPA's
010
We are planning to host this seminar again in the spring if we see that there B. Topczewski 011
is interest and if this first time is successful.
012
Keep up the good work and take care of each other as well as your
officers. Thank you for all that do.
Tom Linnane 014

Membership Report

By Paul Bilotta Vice-President

Bob Dolan 015

As of this writing there are 1159 members in the 9171 pay code. The
budgeted strength for our pay code is 1190 which leaves us 31 sergeants
short at this time. This total now makes us 11 more positions short than we
were last quarter.

Bill O’Reilly 050

VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Pat Donahue 020

In an effort to keep you, the members, updated and to share information we have created a facebook page. This page is updated frequently
by the Association and by the PB&PA of Illinois. If you do not follow facebook, simply visit our website at chicagosergeants.org and follow the live
feed. We are asking that you "Like" the site and refer to it often. You can
locate us on facebook at

Chicago Police Sergeants’ PB&PA

Rick Nigro017
Tim Flisk 018
019
Adam Zelitzky 022
Dawn Jackson 024
Mike Tantilla 025
Janine Hermann 121
Bob Wheeler 606
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Chicago Police Sergeants Association Golf Outing

The golf outing was held on August 10 at Silver Lakes Country Club. The weather, dinner,
and camaraderie were all great. The golf...eh! More than 250 attendees all had a great time and
the Association raised over $20,000 for the Active Sergeant Death Benefit Fund. Thanks to all who
supported this year's outing.
Golf Awards:

Longest Drive: Dorothy Henry, Maria Whiteside, Pat Manno & Steve Konow

Closest to the Pin: Matt Brown, Pat Fahey, Bob Andre,
Dave Dunham, Adam Lamone, & Steve Petrowski.
See you all next year!!!

Chevrons Additions
If you have any items of interest that you would like to see added to the Chevrons publication,
please submit them to us at info@chicagosergeants.org Your submissions will be considered by
the Chevrons Committee based on space and content.
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By Bob Kirchner - Retiree Liaison

Our illustrious Mayor and Judges have dealt a terrible blow to our retirees. The Appellate
court has determined that the city can stop subsidizing retiree health care cost starting January,
2017. Check the Sgt's website for the complete decision. I will attempt to explain part of it here and
the ramifications of this decision. People who retired before 23 August, 1989 will continue to have
their health care subsidized by the city, we just don't know how much. Members hired before 23 August, 1989 will also be entitled to some subsides, we again do not know yet how much. Those
members hired after 23 August, 1989 will not be entitled to city provided health care or subsidies.
Blue Cross/Blue Shield will be offering plans through the city to retirees both to those who
Medicare qualified, and those who are not Medicare qualified. Right now a non-Medicare policy will
be $1,466 for an individual, and $2,610 for a couple. This is the MONTHLY rate. A person who is
On Medicare will pay $339 a month for supplemental coverage. Please remember that in order to
qualify for the $3,000 tax deduction you must purchase your insurance through the pension
board. If you have any questions please call the Policeman's Annuity and retirement board at: 313744-3891.
This is a fluid situation and there is not enough information at the time of this printing regarding other options. The FOP is working with Aetna insurance to get a plan working. Our Association
is also looking into some other plans. Our Association sent out a letter asking all retirees to contact
the Association with your information, as well as info on your dependent so you are currently covering. Please call the Association if you have any questions. The Association will be updating our
website with additional information as it becomes available.
.
Please get out and vote this election. Endorsements will be published in this newsletter. Ms.
Kim Foxx declined to seek our endorsement and was found to be working for a law firm that sues
police officers and the city. I strongly urge our retired members to support Christopher Pfannkuche
for State' Attorney. Until next time, stay safe and God bless.
Retiree Gatherings:
1st District Retiree Brunch is on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m., at the Southern Belles
Restaurant, 6737 S. Archer Avenue (just East of Roberts Road), in Bridgeview.
8th District Retiree Luncheon (8 Balls) is generally on the last Wednesday of the month at Noon, at
the Les Brothers Restaurant, 8705 S. Ridgeland, Oak Lawn. Contact Dorothy Piscitelli at 733-9720139 for any last minute changes.
Orland Park Law Enforcement Organization (OPLEO) meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the
month, 7:30 p.m., at the Orland Park Civic Center, 14750 Ravinia, Orland Park. Contact Don Ade
at 708-408-9308 for any last minute changes.
South Side Retirees meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Jedi Garden Restaurant 9266 S. Cicero Avenue
North Side Retirees meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:00 a.m. Lone Tree Manor
7710 N. Milwaukee Avenue For Info Call: John Zilinski at 773-259-1087
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Chevrons
Fr. Dan Brandt Chaplain

It was great to see the vast crowd gathered at Soldier
Field this past month for the annual Chicago Police Memorial Foundation's Candlelight Vigil to pay tribute to the 575
officers taken from us over the years in the performance of
their duties.
We remember these fallen heroes at our regular police
Mass. In addition to our usual 11:00 a.m. Police Mass every
2nd and 4th Sunday at Mercy Home, next month we’ll also
celebrate a special Thanksgiving Mass on Thursday, 24 NOV,
at 10:00 a.m. (Please note the adjustment in time for the holiday.) No matter your faith tradition,
you are most welcome to attend. On-duty worshippers, you’ll be out as usual in less than 30 minutes.
Attention married couples, active or retired: The Chaplains Unit is gauging interest in a
couples' retreat to be held Sweetest Day of next year (weekend of 20-22 OCT 2017). If you and
your spouse would be interested in attending, please email Chaplain Kimberly Lewis-Davis at Kimberly.LewisDavis@chicagopolice.org or call 312-771-6638.
Finally, the following is a reflection from the daughter of a department member written on the
occasion of mom's retirement. Her words, beautifully put together, prompted me to ask permission
to share them in this column... Enjoy!
Mom: When dad told me a while back that you were thinking of retiring, I freaked out. I didn’t know
what my life would be like without my mother being a Chicago Police Officer. All my years, I have known that I owe the
life I enjoy to the Chicago Police Department, because it brought two people passionate about helping others together-two people I call mom and dad. With one of them retiring, what will I brag about when I meet new people? The fact that
the woman who raised me climbed to the rank of captain of police was kind of my trump card. What would I say after
that was over, who would I be if my mother wasn’t a cop?
I felt really stupid after that thought crossed my mind. "Who would I be?" Of course I'd be the same person, as
would you. In fact, I would have even more to brag about. I can (and do) tell everyone who will listen about my mother:
how other parents with 9-5 jobs seem to pity us "Cops' kids" because we grew up "without." Without what, I always ask.
People seemed to think that our parents always worked through our soccer games, missed our cross country meets, and
never were able to serve as a room parent or dance chaperone. And sometimes that was true. But when you, Mom,
taught us compassion, hard work, justice, clarity and strength, you taught by example.
I enjoyed the stories of the glory days: good triumphing over evil. But there was so much more: seeing through
bureaucracy, listening when people speak, honoring the dead, showing compassion to the abused, loving the hated and
respecting those who are never shown respect. Mom, you once told me that being a police officer was rarely “running
and gunning,” but rather being there for people on their worst days. These are the day someone can’t find their elderly
parent, the day a college student gets mugged, or the day a fellow officer becomes a martyr.
My brother and I were raised on a steady diet of Runs to Remember, praying at Blue Masses and St. Jude
Marches, and--unfortunately--police funerals. We were always taught that there were men and women willing to put their
safety on the line for us to live our happily ever after. Mom, while you tried to shield us from your work when we were
little, we always knew that one of those brave people was YOU, willing to run into a building when everyone else was
running out. It was a hard lesson to learn, knowing the minute your uniform shirt was buttoned, the vest put on over it,
the shoes tied, and the gun placed in its holster, that you then belonged less to me and more to the city.
These years haven’t been easy on you. As in many professions, the higher one rises in rank, the harder one
takes the hits--hits that come politically, professionally, personally. It must have been difficult to lead your fellow officers
when the world seems to have suddenly turned against you--when there are people willing to do anything to disrespect
you and even attack you because of the shirt you wear and the burden you choose to carry. Mom, you've handled that
burden with incredible grace.
These years have been trying for me, too. But every time you
…..Continued on Page 7
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Fr. Dan Brandt Chaplain

have been tested, you have proven to be even more of a badass. Over the years you have excelled at thinking on your
feet, knowing when to radio for backup, and finally understanding when the time came for you to change your active duty
status to retired.
You have seen a lot during these years on the streets, in the office and around our city. I have seen you get screamed
at, address the blood-thirsty media, supervise a district...and I have seen you cry. Some days are like a tragic movie,
with the heroine having to watch the city she loves crumble due to pain and evil. But other days are beautiful: you on
countless occasions have bragged about the kindness you witnessed and the beauty of other officers and civilians alike.
It’s hard to believe that gone are the days of hugs through a bullet proof vest, the days that I would worry that “be safe”
was the last thing you’d hear me say. It’s weird knowing that your police gossip won’t be as up to date, and that you
won’t need to bring your work phone out to dinner. But I know one thing, and that is how proud I am of my mom. Not
because of her work on the job, but her work as a mother, a faith-filled Catholic, a wife and a friend. This vocation has
been demanding, but I never felt cheated out of a mom, I never believed you loved your star more than me, and there
wasn’t a day that passed where I didn’t feel proud of who I was and where I come
from.
Thank you Mom, for the work you did--both at home and in uniform. You have taught
me courage under fire and grace under pressure: two important lessons for a young
woman to learn in what sometimes proves to be a man’s world. Retired or not, you will
always be my trump card! But more importantly, you will always be my mom.

Wow! Such profound words. I share in this young lady's pride
and congratulations of her mom on a career well-served. God bless all
our retirees (especially you, our beloved sergeants!).

Fr. Dan Brandt, CPD Chaplain
1140 W. Jackson Blvd. | Chicago, IL 60607 | 773/550-2369 (cell/text)
dan.brandt@chicagopolice.org | www.ChicagoPCM.org

Upcoming Meetings
Thanksgiving Turkey Raffle
Thursday, November 17 - Noon

Annual Meeting
Thursday, January 19 - 1800

Meetings held at CPSA 1616 W. Pershing Road

Chicago Police Sergeants Memorial - Phase II
Phase II is now underway. We have room for
an additional 60-70 personalized bricks to be added
to the memorial. If you missed the initial ordering,
this is your opportunity to honor a friend, a career, a
family, or anything that you choose to memorialize in
this tribute to our fallen Sergeants. Please order
your piece of Association history today. For more information visit the Association website at
www.chicagosergeants.org or call 773-376-7272.
Thank you for considering your donation to honor the
men and women of the Association who gave their
lives in service to the City of Chicago. We will never
forget their sacrifice.
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Food for Thought

By Rabbi Moshe Wolf - Chaplain
This past summer has been one of the most difficult and tragic times in our law-enforcement
family since the atrocity of 9-11. There are no words of comfort to our Police soul. There are no
words that can take away the pain when innocent lives are taken from us for no other reason
than the blue shirt that they are wearing. They were husbands, sons, fathers, brothers, partners,
friends, who knew the dangers of the job and came to work anyway to "serve and protect". They
knew of the lingering dangers, but like each and every one of you, they kept their promise to do what
they swore to do. These wounds don't heal quickly. But we're here to say to those who caused this
pain, "you hurt us, you made us cry, you stole part of our soul, but you won't brake us". On behalf of
all the citizens of our great city, we express our condolences and sympathy to the many families that
lost loved ones. But we also give a BIG thanks to each of you for being our hero's, that in spite of all
the challenges, trials, and tribulations, you still go out and do G-d's work of keeping our streets safe.
Should you ever doubt your holy and noble work, think of what would happen to our city, should the
Police stop responding to radio call for a 24 hr. period, enough said. One of the most powerful messages of this tragedy was when I heard one of the last conversations that one of the Dallas police
officers had with his daughter. As he was leaving to work he asked his daughter for a hug. She
gave him one, but half heartedly. So he responded "give me a hug as if this would be the last one
that you will be giving me". So she gave him a real bear hug, but little did she know that this would
really be the last one. It reminded me of the poem, that is titled "If I Only Knew". Please let me share
it with you.
"If I Only Knew"
If I knew it would be the last time that I'd see you fall asleep,
I would tuck you in more tightly and pray the Lord, your soul to keep.
If I knew it would be the last time that I see you walk out the door,
I would give you a hug and kiss and call you back for one more.
If I knew it would be the last time I'd hear your voice lifted up in praise,
I would video tape each action and word, so I could play them back day after day.
If I knew it would be the last time, I could spare an extra minute or two
to stop and say "I love you," instead of assuming you would KNOW I do.
If I knew it would be the last time I would be there to share your day,
well I'm sure you'll have so many more, so I can let just this one slip away.
For surely there's always tomorrow to make up for an oversight,
and we always get a second chance to make everything right.
There will always be another day to say our "I love you's",
And certainly there's another chance to say our "Anything I can do's?"
But just in case I might be wrong, and today is all I get,
I'd like to say how much I love you and I hope we never forget,
Tomorrow is not promised to anyone, young or old alike,
And today may be the last chance you get to hold your loved one tight..
So if you're waiting for tomorrow, why not do it today?
For if tomorrow never comes, you'll surely regret the day,
That you didn't take that extra time for a smile, a hug, or a kiss
and you were too busy to grant someone, what turned out to be their one last wish.
So hold your loved ones close today, whisper in their ear,
Tell them how much you love them and that you'll always hold them dear,
Take time to say "I'm sorry," "please forgive me," "thank you" or "it's okay".
And if tomorrow never comes, you'll have no regrets about today.

Nobody is guaranteed tomorrow. That is the message

…..Continued on Page 9
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that our departed brothers leave us. Take a few moments, reach out and share a hug, a kind word
with a fellow officer, a loved one or a family member. Share a smile and a laugh with someone
who's burden is heavier than yours, because that's what they would have done. So If tomorrow
never comes, the kindness you did today, the good feeling you brought to the heart of another will be remembered for eternity.
A special shout out to all our members of the Jewish faith, this month is the Jewish New Year,
I wish you all a "Shana Tova", a happy healthy New Year.May the coming year be one of you best
ones yet. Amen.
On behalf of ALL your Chaplains, Thanks for going out every day to do the Holy work that you
do.
Should you need a shoulder to lean on, or an ear to listen, or perhaps some good humor to share,
please don't hesitate to give us a call.
May G-d bless you and keep you safe. Amen!
Compliments of your Chaplain
Rabbi Moshe Wolf 773-463-7840 or e-mail moshewolf@hotmail.com

Membership Benefit
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Awards Dinner / Pizza Meeting
The September Awards / Pizza meeting at Home Run Inn was very well attended and a good
time was had by all. Awards for distinguished service were presented to Sgt. Adam Zelitzky (022),
Sgt. Bryan Topczewski (011), Sgt. Cindy Guerra (102) and Sgt. Jesus Enriquez (011). Congratulations to the awardees.

Sgts. Bryan Topczewski & Jim Ade

Sgts. Adam Zelitzky & Jim Ade

In Memoriam
The following Sergeants have passed away and will be missed. We extend our condolences
to their families and friends. You may notice that some of our members died some time ago.
Please contact our office if you hear of any of our brothers or sisters passing on, as we are not always notified in a timely manner.
Name (Age)
Sgt. Roosevelt Lowe Jr.
Sgt. James H. McDonough
Sgt. James P. Williamson (65)
Sgt. Patrick M. Clancy (67)
Sgt. Robert J. Casey (73)
Sgt. Joseph P. DeFranco (76)
Sgt. William H. Jones
Sgt. Louis C. Cole
Sgt. Allen J. McCann (90)

Status
Retired
Retired (Fl)
Retired (Wis)
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired
Retired

Passed Away
00 May 2016
00 June 2016
22 July 2016
31 July 2016
06 Aug 2016
15 Aug 2016
00 Aug 2016
19 Sep 2016
24 Sep 2016

Mark your calendar!!! Turkey Raffle - November 17th - Noon
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Endorsements
The following candidates sought and earned the endorsement of the Chicago Police Sergeants' Association. We encourage all of our members to support these candidates and to urge
their families and friends to back them as well. Please vote on November 8th!!
Christopher E.K. Pfaankuche (R)
Cook County State's Attorney
Diane S. Shapiro (R)
Cook County Clerk of the Circuit Court
Michael P. McAuliffe (R)*
State Representative, 20th District
*Chicago Police Family Member
Frances Ann Hurley (D)
State Representative, 35th District
Carolyn J. Gallagher (D)*
Cook County Judge – Johnson Vacancy
*Chicago Police Family Member
Eulalia “Evie” DeLaRosa (D)*
Cook County Judge – 6th Sub-Circuit
*Chicago Police Family Member
Joan McCarthy-Lasonde (R)*
U.S. Congress – 9th District
*Chicago Police Sergeant Family Member

Recent Retirements
The following have retired since our last Chevrons. These Sergeants have provided
the City of Chicago with many years of service. We wish a long, healthy and prosperous retirement
to all!!
Name
Sgt. Chris Maniates
Sgt. Patrick Medrano
Sgt. Daniel Gallagher
Sgt. Judith Maglaya
Sgt. Robert Goode III

Star
2631
878
1303
1924
2242

Unit
630
006
610
148
003

Age
62
55
38
55
62

Years Retirement Date
26
15 July 2016
30
15 August 2016
15
30 August 2016
29
01 September 2016
26
30 September 2016

Please Vote on November 8th

Chicago Police Sergeants’ Association
Police Benevolent & Protective Association, Unit 156A
1616 West Pershing Road
Chicago, Illinois 60609
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Save the Date: Thanksgiving Raffle Meeting 20 November 1200 Hours at CPSA 1616 W. Pershing

Have you moved, changed units, or changed
your star number? Make sure we know!
Name ________________________ Star # ___________ Unit ___________
I have moved. My current address information is as follows

Chevrons
The Official Publication of the
Chicago Police Sergeants’ Association

Executive Board
President - James Ade
Vice-President - Paul Bilotta

Old Address _________________________________ Zip Code __________

Financial Secretary - Mike Rafferty

New Address_________________________________ Apt./Unit __________

Recording Secretary - Jim Raffae

City__________________________ State_________ Zip Code ___________

Sergeant-At-Arms - Eddie Sullins

Phone (new)____________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________
I have changed Units. My current unit is as follows
Old Unit _____________ New Unit _____________ Day Off Group_______
I have a new star number. My current star number is as follows
Old Star Number _____________ New Star Number ___________________
Member’s Signature: __________________________ Date: _____________
You may mail this form via Police Mail to: Unit 545 or U.S. Mail to:
CPSA/PB&PA Unit 156A, 1616 W. Pershing Rd., Chicago, IL 60609

Treasurer - Chris Pettis
Directors
Mark Anderson
Mark McDermott
Gerard Murphy
Dan O’Connor
Mike Kapustianyk
Keith Rigan
Jim Calvino
Andres Zayas
North Retiree Liaison - Jacque Boyd
South Retiree Liaison - Bob Kirchner
Sgt’s Pension Rep. - Brian Wright

